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Shri P. V. Narasimha Rao (Posthumous)

Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao, the ninth Prime Minister of India, was a nationalist, a
polyglot, a man ofletters and a visionary statesman.

2. Born onJune 28, 1921 at Laknepalli village of Telangana, Shri Narasimha Rao's life
was a testament to resilience and reform. He was profoundly moved by the poverty,
ignorance and human rights violations he had observed in his childhood. He recognized
the need for a shift in societal mindset, rebelling first against inhumane practices he had
witnessed in his own village and, as he grew older, against the misrule of the Nizam and the
atrocities of the Razakars. While he topped the matriculation examinations in the Nizam
dominion, he faced expulsion from the intermediate course for defying the Nizam orders
against reciting 'Vandemataram'. Undeterred, he pursued his studies at Nagpur
University and Ferguson College, Pune, excelling in Mathematics and Astronomy. These
formative years not only honed his academic prowess but also exposed him to the fervent
anti-British sentiment sweeping the nation. He returned to Nagpur, pursued his Degree in
Law (LLB) and topped as a gold medallist.

3. Shri Narasimha Rao's academic pursuits were imbued with a spirit of rebellion, as
he absorbed the teachings of national leaders advocating for independence. His exposure
to the anti-British movement laid the foundation for his activism against the oppressive
regime in Hyderabad state. His literary endeavours served as a weapon to denounce these
injustices and galvanize support for change. On his return to Hyderabad, he embarked on
a legal career while his heart remained with the anti-Nizam movement led by Swami
Ramananda Tirtha. Swamiji's influence moulded Narasimha Rao's political ideology,
imbuing him with a reformatory zeal, which was evident in the reforms he embarked upon
in subsequent years as a Minister in the State government and the various positions he
held in Central Government.

4. As a minister in the combined Andhra Pradesh (1962-71), Shri Narasimha Rao
spearheaded transformative initiatives, from prison reforms to the promotion of Telugu as
the official language. The land reforms he had introduced as the Chief Minister of Andhra
Pradesh (1971-73) were courageous and path breaking.

S. Following his tenure as the Chief Minister, Shri Narasimha Rao expanded his purview
to National politics. He was the General Secretary of the Congress Party from 1975 to 1976. In
the subsequent years, he shouldered greater responsibilities as Union Minister of External
Affairs, Home, Defence and Human Resource Development. In all these positions, his novel
thinking left an indelible mark on the country's political landscape.

0. While Shri Narasimha Rao was planning to retire from politics in 1991, the tragic
assassination of Shri Rajiv Gandhi catapulted him to the position of the Prime Minister.
His term as the Prime Minister began not only with law-and-order problems in Punjab and
Assam, but also with an acute Balance of Payments crisis. His leadership was credited
with solving these problems and ushering in far-reaching economic reforms marked by
Liberalization, Privatization, and Globalization. Under his stewardship, India witnessed
not only remarkable advancements in Missile, Nuclear and Mobile technologies but also
several welfare programs like the Mid-Day Meal scheme, PM Rozgar Yojna and so on. Shri
Narasimha Rao's legacy is etched in the annals of Indian history through landmark
initiatives such as Navodaya schools, Look East Policy, Economic Reforms and Land
Reforms.

7. Shri Narasimha Rao was also greatly committed to literature and learning. A prolific
writer of short stories, he also translated Jnanpith Awardee Vishwanatha
Satyanarayana's 'Veyipadagalu' into Hindi as 'Sahasraphan' and Hari Narayan Apte's
Marathi novel 'Pan Lakshat Kon Gheto' into Telugu as 'Abalajeevitham'. He also authored
several other books including 'Insider', a semi-fictionalised autobiography.

8. Shri Narasimha Rao passed away on December 23, 2004, leaving behind a legacy
of resilience, reform, a vision for a new and vibrant India.
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