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Shri Karpoori Thakur (Posthumous)

Shri Karpoori Thakur was a freedom fighter, a visionary statesman and a champion of
the cause of farmers, women and disadvantaged sections of society. People call him
‘Jannayak' for his work for the cause of common people. His life is a testament to the
relentless pursuit of deepening democracy, embodying the principles of liberty, equality and
fraternity enshrined in the Constitution of India.

2. Born on 24 January 1924 at Pitaunjhia (now Karpoori Gram) in Darbhanga (Samastipur)
district of Bihar in a socially, educationally and politically disadvantaged family in a caste-ridden
society of foreign-ruled India. Shri Thakur insisted on attending school. He acquired knowledge from
textbooks by listening to lessons meant for the privileged children of Zamindars, all the while perched at
the footsteps outside the grand expanse of their Haveli. He was among a few at that time who passed
Class 10" Board examination. Undeterred by the social and economic challenges, he enrolled in the
prestigious CM College. After completing intermediate, he continued his studies for graduation.

3. Shri Thakur, inspired by the freedom struggle, formed the Navyuvak Sangh at the age of
14 and took part in the farmers' movement led by Swami Sahajanand Saraswati. He actively
participated in the Quit India Movement and was arrested in 1943. He continued a non-violent
struggle against the British Raj and for the landless farmers even after his release from jail in
1945. He was elected provincial minister of the Socialist Party, formed under the leadership of
Acharya Narendra Dev and Jayaprakash Narayan in 1948, and also became a member of the
Central Committee of Hind Kisan Panchayat. He won the first election of Independent India in
1952 as a Socialist Party nominee. Continuing to represent Tajpur in the assembly after
winning the 1957 and 1962 elections, he raised his voice against the plight of the landless
peasants and denounced the continuing caste-based oppression of scheduled -castes,
scheduled tribes and backward castes in the Bihar assembly. He became the Deputy Chief
Minister of Bihar in 1967 holding the Education and Finance Ministries. He made primary
education free to help the poor and removed the mandatory requirement of passing English to
pass the 10" Examination to make education inclusive and more relevant. He exempted land
rent on land holdings up to 7 acres.

4. Assuming office as the Chief Minister of Bihar on 22™ December 1970, Shri Thakur
implemented several significant reforms aimed at enhanced accessibility to governance and
improving welfare of the populace. He made Hindi as the language of the government and
instituted old age pension. With an aim to promote transparency, he overhauled the
appointment process of engineers and doctors, distributing their appointment letters in public.
His commitment to social justice was further evidenced by his initiation of land reforms. He
waived the revenue obligations of the small scale farmers and abolished surcharges on land.

S. Shri Thakur continued winning all elections to represent in the Legislative Assembly.
However, he resigned as a Member of the Legislative Assembly in 1974 to participate in the
mass movement popularly known as the JP movement after the name of Jayaprakash
Narayan. He kept the mass movement alive by leading it from undisclosed places, even
during the emergency period of 1975-77. He appeared on a public stage on 30 January 1977
and was arrested before a mammoth gathering of people in Patna's Gandhi Maidan. The
continued fearless and selfless mass movement to restore all democratic rights later led to
the withdrawal of the emergency and the holding of an election.

0. Shri Thakur again became the Chief Minister of Bihar on 24" June 1977, after leading
the coalition to victory in the election and made education free till the 10" class to break the
vicious cycle of poverty- illiteracy. He also recognized Urdu, a language of a large segment of
the population, as the second official language. He implemented the Antyodaya Yojana for
the first time to provide free food grains through the public distribution system. He also
implemented reservation in educational institutions and government jobs for backward
castes, extremely backward castes, women, and poor upper castes.

7. Shri Thakur, however, had to face the opposition from the privileged and beneficiaries
of the feudal structure but he remained steadfast in his pursuit of social justice. His life has
been a story of the struggle to steer society on the just course of development path where
everyone gets an equal opportunity to realize his potential and contribute to nation-building.

8. Shri Karpoori Thakur passed away on 17" February, 1988.
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