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SHRI RADHAMOHAN (POSTHUMOUS)

Shri Radhamohan, widely known as Prof. Radhamohan, retired as Principal,
S.C.S. Autonomous college, Puri. Shri Radhamohan was the first State Information
Commissioner of Odisha. He is known for his lifelong passion for conservation of
natural resources, zeal for social reforms, communal harmony, non-violent action,
simplicity and personal integrity. He was the founder of SAMBHAYV, an issue-based
organization working on the twin issues of environment and Gender.

bN Born on 30" January, 1943, Prof. Radhamohan did graduation with Honors in
Economics from the Utkal University and Masters in Applied Economics from the same
University in the year 1965. He taught economics in various Govt. colleges under
different Universities of the state and also acted as senior scientist in the Dept. of
Science, Technology and Environment, as Communication Expert in the Dept. of Rural
Development, and Deputy Secretary in the Dept. of Education in the Secretariat of the
State Govt. He briefly worked with Govt. of India looking after youth activities as
Assistant Program Advisor.

8t Shri Radhamohan used Sundays, other holidays and vacations catalyzing
community action for natural forest regularization, renewal and restoration of
waterbodies, promotion of sanitation, communal amity, engaging youth in constructive
activities and fighting against social ills. Provided valuable inputs to Govt. in
formulating policies.

4. Shri Radhamohan founded SAMBHAV in the year 1989 and through it effectively
demonstrated how with love and care a piece of hopelessly degraded land could recover
and made productive without using a pinch of chemical pesticide or an ounce of chemical
fertilizer. It also showed that agriculture in harmony with nature is the only long-term
solution to the crisis affecting today's agriculture. SAMBHAV also showed the way how
through true empowerment women could fight for justice and against various forms of
violence without any mediation. It has become a preferred destination to learn about
biodiversity conservation and ecological agriculture, in popular parlance, organic farming.

51 Shri Radhamohan is recipient of several awards chief of which are 'Global 500
Roll of Honor' by the UNEP, 'Utkal Seva Sanman' of the state Govt. and 'Prerana’ for
distinguished work in the field of Environment and Social service etc.

(58 Shri Radhamohan passed away on 11" June, 2021.
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KUMARI SABARMATEE

Kumari Sabarmatee, popularly known as "Tiki apa' among people, is one of the
cofounders of Sambhav, an organization founded in 1989, dedicated to environment
and gender issues. People in Odisha and outside identify her with organic farming and
biodiversity conservation.

2 Born on 16" February, 1968 in Odisha to parents Bijaylaxmi and Radhamohan,
Kumari Sabarmatee completed her Master's degree in Rural Development from
Gandhigram in Tamilnadu. She worked with Oxfam briefly. At the age of 25, she left
the job, decided not to marry and came back to live and work voluntarily in Sambhav
in 1993 to regenerate the wasted land ecologically and work with people and nature.

3. Kumari Sabarmatee, along with her small team, successfully experimented,
demonstrated and shared the knowledge widely about how a barren and abandoned
land can be regenerated ecologically, most precious resources like soil, water,
biodiversity can be conserved, indigenous varieties can be productive organically and
women and common people can be catalysts of this change. Once thought impossible
(Asambhav) to achieve all these were made possible (Sambhav) through sustained
dedicated efforts. Once completely barren, the place is housing more than 1000 plant
varieties along with very rich animal diversity besides encouraging people to re-green
their land too. She encouraged women-friendly technologies like System of Rice
Intensification (SRI) besides growing 500 indigenous rice varieties in SRI and training
farmers.

4. Kumari Sabarmatee's ideas of "Adopt a seed" and "Buy food, not disease" have
inspired many people across the state and also the country to think about and
practice biodiversity conservation and organic farming. She could create a farmer
friendly environment to impart training tirelessly to thousands of people in various
aspects of farming with gender sensitive approach.

o4 Kumari Sabarmatee has been conferred with some of the prestigious awards
like Nari Shakti Puraskar at national level and Living Legend Award, Shambhavi
Puraskar, Prerana Award etc. at the state level for her lifelong contribution in the field
of organic farming, women's development, environmental protection and biodiversity
conservation.
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