
SHRI GADDAM SAMMAIAH

 Shri Gaddam Sammaiah is known for his outstanding contributions to the field 
of Yakshagana, a traditional folk theater art form of Telangana, which is known for its 
elaborate costumes, music, dance, and vibrant storytelling.

2. Born on 1  January, 1956, Shri Sammaiah inherited the art of Chindu st

Yakshaganam from his parents, who were outstanding in this ancient folk art form. He 
chose it as a profession. He diversified his artistic talent over years evolving as an iconic 
artist, writer, singer and director. From the age of 14,  he played the roles of Lohitasya, 
Prahlada, Siriyala, Balawadhi Krishna from Mahabharatha, Ramayana and from the 
age of 25 played the role of  Satyaharishchandra, Kichaka, Kama, Sri Krishna, Arjuna 
and Ravana Brahma. He actively engages in publishing Government Schemes through 
Yakshaganam.

3. Shri Sammaiah presented a string of 19240 shows across the state on various 
Government welfare and Social Responsibility programmes such as prohibition, total 
literacy, environmental protection, family planning, AIDS Awareness, eradication of 
social evils and represented District Information and Public Relation Department, from 
1985- 2011.  He was recognized as “B' Grade artist by AIR, Hyderabad in 1991 and gave 
50 Yakshaganam shows from AIR, Warangal and 4150 shows as part of Government 
Welfare Programmes organized by Public Relation Department (DPRO) as “A” Grade 
Artist. He founded Chindu Yaksha Kalakarula Sangham.

4. Shri Sammaiah  helped 850 poor folk artists to earn livelihood and recognition by 
organizing state level programmes. He trained 85 young Chindu Artists Groups. Each 
group consists of 15 members thus benefiting a total of 1275 members though this art. 
He also established Gaddam Sammaiah Yuva Kala Skethram and Chindu Yaksha 
Gana Kala Karula Sangam in the year 1991 and still continues to teach this traditional 
folk art form.

5. Shri Sammaiah has received many appreciations and honours from Government 
and NGO Associations and organizations, appreciations from Akashavani and 
Doordarshan, award in Tradition cultural fare (1990), appreciation in State Youth 
Cultural Programme (1994), Telugu University Prathibha Puraskaram (1995),  
appreciation  from Aakashavani (1997), Andhra Pradesh State Rangasthala Puraskar 
(2007), Kala Ratna Award from Andhra Pradesh (2011), awards by Telangana Cultural Art 
Society (2013), Dhatri Kalanjali Society (2014), Chindu Yakshagana Mahostavam (2015), 
Karimnagar Folk Arts Academy (2015), Kala Vedika Golden Jubilee (2016).

Padma Shri



Jh xí e l eS ;kk E ¸

 k E ¸Jh xí e l eS ;k rsyaxkuk dh ,d ikjaifjd yksd jaxeap dyk] ;{kxku ds {ks= esa vius mR—"V ;ksxnku 
ds fy, lqçfl) gSa] ftls lqifj"—r os'kHkw"kk] laxhr] u`R; vkSj thoar dFkkdkfjrk ds fy, tkuk tkrk gSA 

2- 01 tuojh] 1956 dks tUes] Jh l eS ;k dks Çpnq ;{kxkue dh dyk vius ekrk&firk ls fojklr esa feyh] E ¸
tks bl çkphu yksd dyk ds mR—"V dykdkj FksA mUgksaus bls viuk is'kk cuk;kA viuh dykRed çfrHkk esa 
fofoèkrk ykdj og ,d çfrf"Br dykdkj] ys[kd] xk;d vkSj funs'kd cusA 14 o"kZ dh vk;q ls mUgksaus egkHkkjr] 
jkek;.k ds yksfgrkL;] çgykn] flfj;kyk] cyokèkh —".k dh Hkwfedk,a fuHkkÃ vkSj 25 o"kZ dh vk;q ls lR;gfj'paæ] 
dhpd] dke] Jh —".k] tquk vkSj jko.k czãk dh Hkwfedk,a fuHkkÃA os ;{kxkue ds ekè;e ls ljdkjh ;kstukvksa v Z
dk Hkh lfØ; :i ls çpkj djrs gSaA  

3- Jh l eS ;k us e| fu"ksèk] lexz lk{kjrk] i;kZoj.k laj{k.k] ifjokj fu;kstu] ,M~l tkx:drk] lkekftd E ¸
cqjkb;ksa ds mUewyu tSls fofHkUu ljdkjh dY;k.k vkSj lkekftd mÙkjnkf;Ro dk;ZØeksa ij jkT; Hkj esa 19240 'kks 
dh ,d Ükà[kyk çLrqr dh] vkSj 1985 ls 2011 rd ftyk lwpuk vkSj tulaidZ foHkkx dk çfrfufèkRo fd;kA 1991 
esa vkdk'kok.kh] gSnjkckn }kjk mUgsa ÞchÞ Js.kh dykdkj ds :i esa ekU;rk nh xÃ FkhA mUgksaus vkdk'kok.kh] okjaxy 
ls 50 ;{kxkue 'kks çLrqr fd, vkSj tulaidZ foHkkx ¼Mhihvkjvks½ }kjk vk;ksftr ljdkjh dY;k.k dk;ZØeksa ds 
fgLls ds :i esa Þ,Þ Js.kh dykdkj ds :i esa 4150 'kks fd,A mUgksaus Çpnq ;{k dyk d#yk la?ke dh LFkkiuk dhA              

4- Jh l eS ;k us jkT; Lrjh; dk;ZØeksa dk vk;kstu djds 850 xjhc yksd dykdkjksa dks vkthfodk dekus E ¸
vkSj igpku vÆtr djus esa enn dhA mUgksaus ;qok Çpnq dykdkjksa ds 85 lewgksa dks çf'kf{kr fd;kA çR;sd lewg esa 
15 lnL; gksrs gSa vkSj bl çdkj] mUgksaus bl dyk ds ekè;e ls dqy 1275 dykdkjksa dks ykHkkfUor fd;k gSA 
mUgksaus o"kZ 1991 esa xíe leS;k ;qok dyk {ks=e vkSj Çpnq ;{k xku dyk d#yk laxe dh Hkh LFkkiuk dh vkSj vHkh 
Hkh bl ikjaifjd yksd dyk dks fl[kk jgs gSaA

 5- Jh l eS ;k dks ljdkj vkSj ,uthvks ,lksfl,'kuksa ,oa laxBuksa ls dÃ ljkguk&i= vkSj lEeku çkIr gq, E ¸
gSa] ftuesa vkdk'kok.kh vkSj nwjn'kZu ls ljkguk&i=] ijaijk laL—fr esyk esa iqjLdkj ¼1990½] jkT; ;qok lkaL—frd 
dk;ZØe esa ljkguk ¼1994½] rsyqxq foÜofo|ky; çfrHkk iqjLdkje ¼1995½] vkdk'kok.kh ls ljkguk ¼1997½] vkaèkz 
çns'k jkT; jaxLFky iqjLdkj ¼2007½] vkaèkz çns'k ls dyk jRu iqjLdkj ¼2011½] rsyaxkuk lkaL—frd dyk lkslkbVh 
¼2013½] èkk=h dykatfy lkslk;Vh ¼2014½] Çpnq ;{kxku egksRloe ¼2015½] djheuxj yksd dyk vdkneh ¼2015½] 
dyk osfndk xksYMu tqcyh }kjk iqjLdkj ¼2016½ 'kkfey gSaA             
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