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Shri Gaddam Sammaiah is known for his outstanding contributions to the field
of Yakshagana, a traditional folk theater art form of Telangana, which is known for its
elaborate costumes, music, dance, and vibrant storytelling.

2. Born on 1% January, 1956, Shri Sammaiah inherited the art of Chindu
Yakshaganam from his parents, who were outstanding in this ancient folk art form. He
chose it as a profession. He diversified his artistic talent over years evolving as an iconic
artist, writer, singer and director. From the age of 14, he played the roles of Lohitasya,
Prahlada, Siriyala, Balawadhi Krishna from Mahabharatha, Ramayana and from the
age of 25 played the role of Satyaharishchandra, Kichaka, Kama, Sri Krishna, Arjuna
and Ravana Brahma. He actively engages in publishing Government Schemes through
Yakshaganam.

3. Shri Sammaiah presented a string of 19240 shows across the state on various
Government welfare and Social Responsibility programmes such as prohibition, total
literacy, environmental protection, family planning, AIDS Awareness, eradication of
social evils and represented District Information and Public Relation Department, from
1985-2011. He was recognized as “B' Grade artist by AIR, Hyderabad in 1991 and gave
50 Yakshaganam shows from AIR, Warangal and 4150 shows as part of Government
Welfare Programmes organized by Public Relation Department (DPRO) as “A” Grade
Artist. He founded Chindu Yaksha Kalakarula Sangham.

4. Shri Sammaiah helped 850 poor folk artists to earn livelihood and recognition by
organizing state level programmes. He trained 85 young Chindu Artists Groups. Each
group consists of 15 members thus benefiting a total of 1275 members though this art.
He also established Gaddam Sammaiah Yuva Kala Skethram and Chindu Yaksha
Gana Kala Karula Sangam in the year 1991 and still continues to teach this traditional
folk art form.

S. Shri Sammaiah has received many appreciations and honours from Government
and NGO Associations and organizations, appreciations from Akashavani and
Doordarshan, award in Tradition cultural fare (1990), appreciation in State Youth
Cultural Programme (1994), Telugu University Prathibha Puraskaram (19995),
appreciation from Aakashavani (1997), Andhra Pradesh State Rangasthala Puraskar
(2007), Kala Ratna Award from Andhra Pradesh (2011), awards by Telangana Cultural Art
Society (2013), Dhatri Kalanjali Society (2014), Chindu Yakshagana Mahostavam (2015),
Karimnagar Folk Arts Academy (2015), Kala Vedika Golden Jubilee (2016).
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