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DR. EKLABYA SHARMA

Dr. Eklabya Sharma is an ecologist with over 40 years of proficiency in sustainable
development of the Himalayan region. He is globally known for his pioneering research in the
Himalaya, science diplomacy for regional cooperation and advocacy for the mountain agenda.

2. Born on 11" May, 1958, Dr. Sharma received Bachelor of Science in 1977, Masters of
Botany in 1979 and Ph.D in Ecology in 1985 from the Banaras Hindu University. He is the
Chairperson of Scientific Advisory Committee of the G. B. Pant National Institute of Himalayan
Environment, Government of India, and Strategic Advisor of Ashoka Trust for Research in
Ecology and the Environment, Bangalore.

o Dr. Sharma made an ingenious contribution to the global knowledge by publishing
nitrogen fixing role of non-leguminous Himalayan Alder from Darjeeling hills of the Eastern
Himalaya. Under his leadership, Hindu Kush Himalaya Assessment was used for evidenced
based policy by engaging 300+ leading researchers, practitioners, experts and policymakers,
and drew global attention. This work has influence on 240 million people living in the
mountains of eight countries including 86 million people of the Indian Himalayan Region and
1.9 billion people living in the basins of the rivers originating from the Himalaya.

4. Dr. Sharma taking the example of the Himalaya, successfully advocated mountain
agenda in global initiatives such as Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), Climate
Assessments and Summits (UNFCCC and IPCC), and Biodiversity Assessments and
Conventions (CBD and IPBES). Dr. Sharma contributed to many national and international
initiatives of which to mention some are: Director of International Mountain Society,
Switzerland; Trustee of The Mountain Institute, USA; Steering Committee of the UNEP's
“Global Mountain Waste Management Outlook”; Steering Committee of the Nutrition in
Mountain Agriculture Programme of Switzerland in three Continents namely Asia, Africa and
South America; Adhoc Expert Committee on Mountain Biodiversity of the Convention on
Biological Diversity, Canada; Expert Panel on 'Research for Development' call of the Swiss
National Science Foundation and Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation,
Switzerland; Steering Committee of [IUCN's 'The Asia Protected Areas Partnership'; Advisor,
Himalaya Unnati Mission, Art of Living; Governing Council of Sikkim Manipal University; and
Advisor, Chief Minister's Office, Government of Sikkim.

S. Dr. Sharma is the Fellow of the Indian National Science Academy (INSA) and Fellow of
the National Academy of Sciences, India (NASI). He received many awards such as Young
Scientist Medal of the Indian National Science Academy; Vishisht Vaigyanik Puraskar from the
Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change, Government of India; Honorable
Mention Paper Award from the Soil and Water Conservation Society, USA. He received the
“Excellence Award” for contributions in Science and Environment towards development of
Modern India from the Sikkim University and Government of Sikkim, and the Government of
\Sikkim also conferred on him its 'Social Status Award' for contribution on the environment. /
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