Padma Shri \

SHRI ASHOK KUMAR BISWAS

Shri Ashok Kumar Biswas is a thriving folk artist from Bihar, who has consecrated
five decades of his life towards reviving Tikuli Art, an ancient craft dating back to the
Mauryan period, by transforming it into the form of a folk painting and providing gratis
training to uplift the women of rural and sub-urban areas of Bihar.

2. Born on 3™ October, 1956 at Rohtas, Bihar, Shri Biswas was exposed to financial
struggles at an early age. He acquainted himself with painting while working with his elder
brother in a shop of sign boards. After being skillfully trained from the Shilp Anusandhan
Sansthan, Patna in 1973, he devotionally committed himself to the elevation of the fading
Tikuli Art. His mentors, Shri Upendra Maharathi (Padma Shri awardee) and Shri Lai Babu
Gupta, two of the prominent artists of Bihar guided him on the path of revival of the age-old
craft.

3. While its origin lies in intricate 'bindis' which have graced women's foreheads since
eons, Shri Biswas transformed it into a rich and refined folk painting of Bihar, which
emerged as a significant promoter of women empowerment too. Approximately 8000 women
have been trained by him, out of which a multitude earn their livelihood with their
creativity.

4, In the 1982 Asian Games, the then Prime Minister of India chose Shri Biswas's Tikuli
Paintings as the official gift for all the participating athletes from across the globe. He has
represented Bihar in more than 100 exhibitions all over India, and has also represented
India at various international exhibitions. Through his dedication, Tikuli painting is now a
part of both, the 'Make in India' Movement and 'One District, One Product' Movement. He
has held numerous incredible workshops notably, under the Guru Shishya Parampara
Scheme; All India Workshop on Folk Art; Visual Arts of Bihar, EZCC-all by the Ministry of
Culture, Government of India. He has also conducted countless training programmes like
those under the Kaushal Vikas Mission, Government of India; by the Ministry of MSME,
Government of India; others held by the Government of Bihar; and furthermore in schools,
universities and organisations to connect more and more people with this flourishing folk
art. His Tikuli paintings adorn the walls of the Bihar Museum, the Secretariat; the Chief
Minister's Office; EZCC Headquarters; Ministry of Culture, Government of India
Headquarters and a plethora of other esteemed offices and embellished homes.

S. Shri Biswas has been awarded by numerous organisations for his extraordinary
contributions towards the folk art. He was honoured with the State Award in 2008 by the
Government of Bihar; the Kala Shri Award by the Government of India in 2009; Gold Medal
in IHGF Delhi Fair in 2020; felicitation by the Ministry of Culture, Government of India and
\by the Governors of Bihar; appreciation awards by the Royal Government of Bhutan at the /

9" SAARC Fair; and scores of other prestigious awards and felicitations.
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37 3T FAR [9:a f[I8R & U WU Ald HATDR =, [Nl [98R & ITI7 iR Iu—2ME9 &3
DI ARSI & A & [ Al Hbell & WU H gaelld ol gU iR [F:3[eeh TR e &R gY AR
BT T RIcd feaqell FHerT dT Gooiifad B & fofg 379+ Sas & Ui G9d ~IBTeR fhy € |

2 QT 3 STacaR, 1956 Bl Jsdm, [98R # S, =1 fa=<arF &I &H I8 4§ & IR I ST US|
AT A1 DI U GhT H AU T |15 @ AT BHIH B gY SAdT FIdell | U=y gaiT | a9 1973 H Rred
ST |, YeHT § FRIAAgdd UM 8 & d1%, =i g« 8l gl fChell Hell Bl AN dH
UEAT o ol FHUT WU W W Bl Ufdg f6ar | I Refd, f[d8R & QI T delldRi 51 Iu dgrell
(T 51 faora) 3iR 211 ofTs a1 [ 1 |l QR RIed Bl & JToER & ol SADT Yo—yagi fhar |

3. STafds, s ST Sifed &9& | g3 2, o afeai & Akl @ A &) oM 9818 o, 40
9=y =1 531 f98R &1 U T9g Ud URShd dlldh f[Iadel | dae fQa, i AfZell FTeRhIhRoT & Udh Ascayol
Tacich & WU H I SHI | ST §RT ST 8000 ASeNai BT URIferd fobam 1am 2, = | agdw Afgaliy
T ATHBAT H AT TSI BT T E |

4. IY 1982 & QRIS Wl H, HRA & dehlelie HIHAT = GIFR-IT ¥R H 9N o aret 91 Raanfsal &
fog siiTenRe SUeR @& wu # i f4arg &1 feqell fFdwar o 1| ST W 9Rd H 100 | AfH
eIl # fIeR @1 ufafiee foar 8 &R =T iRy weeifrl § ¥R &1 afafiiee o fhar g |
QU1 T 2T 99 715 2 | S2iH J% RS IRART AT & S (92T U I P A HRITTATY AT
DI & — O b ARG AR Al Pl BRI, [I8R B 5T Bell, sorsaril—g Al BT AT
AP FATA, ARA ARBR & ARIH | (AT T € | IBi+ DI [P 9, 4R ARBR & T8
UHGHTHS HATE, ARG WRBR §RT AT HRIE HRihH; f[I8R TRHR §RT AT 317 HIRISH; AR
SAD ATal Whotl, [a=afdemerdl 3R Fe=i § STaT | SATET Al Pl §9 BeldI—held] dld bell | S
& g ST gRieror Brimpd Al SRS fbu € | STl feqgell b f[deR dugrer, HAfeere,
A BT, SolSU] JRATe; AP AT, WRA ARDHR AT IR 31 Ufted S iR
3Teihd WAl &) AR} & AT 9T &N B |

5. &0 =T BT Al Bl & URT I SRATIRYN IRTE & ol P WIS §IRT YREDR AT 71 2 |
IT g9 2008 H 48R ARBR §RT ST JREPR; aY 2009 H WRA ABR §RT Al 41 JREDR; Ty 2020 H
METASIU fEeell Hel # ol Uqd; HXh i HATed, MR TRGR AR [T8R & IqUTel §IRT G+, 9d ATdH

Hel H Y & WMET TRBR §RT IHT [REBR; 31X P51 AASd JREBR IR F=F T by Y |
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