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DR. PREMA DHANRAJ

Dr. Prema Dhanraj is the Founder and Director of Agni Raksha, a non-profit organization
providing Holistic Rehabilitation for Burn survivors from poor families, especially women and
children. Agni Raksha also aims to support the socio-economic development of marginalized
communities through skill training and income-generating programs.

2. Born on 30 June, 1950, Dr. Prema received her Bachelor of Science from Bangalore
University in 1974; MBBS Degree from Karnataka University Hubli in 1980; Master in Surgery
from Madras University in 1986 and Master in Chirurgery Plastic Surgery from Punjab University
in 1988. The other fellowship titles of PDFBR, CTBS, FACS, FRCS-Glasgow, FIMSA and DD were
conferred at later dates.She worked at CMC Vellore from 1980-2010 in various capacities and in
the year 1998, she became the Head of the Department of Plastic Surgery. During her stay at
Vellore, she started the M.Ch, Plastic Surgery training program for students from India, Ethiopia,
and Kenya. She designed and built a burn unit at CMC Vellore and also involved in building
Haukeland guest house for overseas students.

3. Dr. Prema performed over one and a half major and minor surgeries in India. During her
many overseas assignments in the US, Norway, Ethiopia, UK, Kenya and Australia, she
performed many more surgeries. She was actively involved in research for higher standards of
care, besides spreading awareness education in and around Vellore and Bangalore about
preventing burn injuries. She is known as a very successful surgeon in the medical fraternity.
Besides teaching, she has been constantly engaged in research studies on 45 different topics.She
has presented 80 papers in scientific conferences. Her 120 articles have been published in
various National and International journals. She has authored 5 books and contributed 8
chapters to textbooks.

4. Dr. Prema has served on several National and International committees. After she retired
from CMC Vellore, she worked in Rajarajeshwari Medical College and Hospital, Bangalore from
2010t02021 (11 years) and started the Plastic Surgery Department and M.Ch training program.

S. Dr. Prema founded Agni Raksha in memory of her parents in 1999 in Bangalore to treat burn
patients. She designed and implemented women empowerment through holistic rehabilitation,
which serves as the ray of hope for burn survivors. The centre provides other meaningful services
such as skill training, job placement, self-help group, home-based care for dressing, Physiotherapy,
and Counselling. Reintegrating children with burns back to school, and a drop-in centre for burns
less than 15% has made it one ofits kind in the world.

6. Dr. Prema is the recipient of numerous awards and honours. She has been conferred
honorary degree by several universities abroad. Noteworthy among them is Swastha Bharat
Samman in 2013 from the Government of India. In 2001, the South Asian Chamber of Commerce
USA honoured her with the Community Service Award for her exemplary service. She was the
very first Indian to receive an Award from The Plastic Surgery Education Foundation in 1998. In
2008, she received India Modern Medicare Excellence Award and Iron Lady Aval Award (Chennai)
in 2018. She also received the Achievers Award in the year 2018.
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SI. 99T RISl

<. I IRIS U IR—ATIHRY HTS 31 RefT 1 HReiuds 3R fAerss & | I8 H7e SieH | 9
9 gRaRi, faerye ARRIT iR qedl &7 FHT YHard oRal 2 | 1R el BT I HIerel Uferor ok
II—JoT BRIGA! & A ¥ oS TR & ATHISTH—3MTD b § AediT SRATA ¢ |

2 30 S[T 1950 DI STI, SF. U1 =1 1974 H IR fAsafdener ¥ A= Fe &1 U 91 ®; 1980 H
Pcs [aafdere, gaell H TAIEITH &1 &Y, 1986 H HaTd fa=afdenerd ¥ Aol H ARCR 37k 1988 ¥ UGl
fasafaemer W RROR) wifRed Toid) § qReX & f&If ure &) | I 9re § IEuddiam, ATy, thuded,
THIMRATTA—TATA, THIATSUHUAY 3R Sre! Bl 3= B9 ST ue™ &) 7 | S84 1980—2010 db
Aol deair # fafi=1 gal iR & f&ar iR 99 1998 # a8 wiiRed Aol faWTT &1 W 9 718 | ek 4
0 BRIGTT B TRM, S|4 IR, SERIUAT IR BT & BET & oIV T, Red Foiel Jirefor
DHRIHH I fHar | I=H Al deaiRk § U 99 g & foimg iR fafor faan sk fageh s&i & forg
Bldols T 813 & =407 § AT onfaet %&7 |

3. ST U 7 IRA WS¢ ARG ¥ 3D g1 3R BIST Forkl i | JHRBT, Ald, SERTUAT, Iab, BT 3R
ST ¥ 31U 371 BIRIBTA & QIRIH, I81 g8 ARI TR DI | g8 STel-l H &I dTell el Dl b b aR
H, IR IR FTAR AR D AU SRl RIET Bl & AeTal, Iod WG a@Hadlel e
Afhy WY A M Y | g8 Ffdhedr SFTd H Ueb 488 Al Foi- AT STl & | 3T & ATal, I8 IR 45
STT—3TeT fawaf UR 9 J1e # o*fY g8 € | S2iv A=+ A=Yl H 80 YU URd by & | 8% 120
oI AR ST fIR SIARRISE Y Ufreptatl # HebTfRIc 81 e & | S81 5 Y& (o] & 3R UISIYKiD| H S
8 37T TS fohg 71Q € |

4, S U1 7 s T 31 AR AfAfaat 7 S fhar ¥ | WMo dedk | arfigd 89 @ 97,
SRIM 2010 ¥ 2021 (11 TY) Th TORTTR] HSDH Dletol R RUATA, STAR H B fHaT 3R wfRed Forsl
fITT 3R T AT TfRTevr BRI 3% 3T |

5. ST U1 7T 1999 H dT® H U AT & W[ H STel 8T ARSI & SelTel b forg 31 e &
RITIAT B | IB1+1 T YT & HegHq A Aiell ALRHIDHROT 1 ($5ie iR Hrffwad fbar, S St 4 9
SR @ forg e @ fhvoT & U § ST Rl 7 | D% 3T ANl AATG SR DIerel TiIefor, Ha) eiie, W&
HERIAT A8, SR & o 8- IR Sg™Td, fhiSarendy 3iR URTHET U™ el & [STel gU aedl &l fh | Thal 4
T fRATT 31 15% ¥ HH STel g2l & folg $u—g e g1 # U+l dvE &1 ST 2 |

6. ST, JHT Bg JRIBR AR FRH AT @ | S Bs (a3l [dafdemerl] §RT AFE SUT 3 AR fdar T
2| YRd ERBR BT R I 2013 F Boll Ty YR A 578 Scolkg=1g 2 | 2001 §, A URRIA deR 311t Pray
JUY o I8 I AR AT & [T AR HaT YRIDBR 3 FHATI (3T | I8 1998 H TRTD AoRI USJehs
FHIISI W JRIBR UM dlell Ugell WRART ff | 2008 H, 37T ST HiS HISHIR TR 37dTS iR 2018 H IR
TIST YT 3faTS () U= ol I17 | S 9y 2018 H FIa™ 3fars T T gaf |
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