Padma Shri

SHRI SURENDRA KISHORE

Shri Surendra Kishore is a famous journalist from Bihar.

2. Born on 2™ January, 1947 in a farmer's family in the village of Bharahapur in
Saran district in Bihar, Shri Kishore obtained a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) degree in
History. Despite being a talented student, he did not go for a government service.
Instead, he worked as a political activist and later as a journalist.

S, Shri Kishore has been pursuing journalism for the past five decades. After
working as a freelancer, he entered mainstream journalismin 1977. He held important
positions successively in major newspapers such as Dainik Aaj (1977-83), Jansatta
(1983-2001), Dainik Hindustan (2001-2007), and Dainik Bhaskar (2013-16).
Additionally, he continued to write for various magazines and newspapers like
Dharmayug, Dinman, Ravivar, and others. Even today, he continues to work for
leading newspapers and websites in the country.

4. Due to his dedication, hard work, and honesty, the editors of country's leading
newspapers wanted to associate Shri Surendra Kishore with them. During his
journalistic career, he has broken several news stories. His reports often led to
discussions in the Bihar Legislative Assembly as also Indian Parliament. He was the
one who took the interview of Shri Jayaprakash Narayan on important issues.

S. Shri Kishore had participated in many political movements. In 1969, he was
arrested in New Delhi during a jan-andolan and he spent some time in Tihar Jail. He
and his wife took active part in the JP Movement. During the Emergency, he was active
across the country, including Bihar, along with George Fernandes.

6. Shri Kishore's rich personal library and reference collection attracts people even
from outside Bihar and they come to consult the library. Dr. Namwar Singh and
Jansatta's editor Shri Prabhash Joshi also visited Surendra ji’s personal library. Shri
Shambhunath Shukla, editor of several major newspapers in the country, wrote in
April last year on his Facebook Wall about the top ten journalists in the country from
whom he had learned a lot, he was one of them. Shri Harivansh, the Deputy Chairman
of the Rajya Sabha, who himself is a renowned journalist wrote that honouring Shri
Kishore was like honouring the disappearing glorious tradition of Hindi journalism. He
described him as a walking and talking encyclopedia.

7. Shri Kishore is known for his humility, Gandhian simplicity and honesty. He is
\regarded as a saintly journalist. He never accepted any favour and even declined many

local and regional awards.
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