Padma Shri

SHRI DASARI KONDAPPA

Shri Dasari Kondappa, is a famous Burraveena player. He is said to be one
of the last remaining Burraveena players in Telangana who dedicated his life to
preserving the art form for over S0 yrs.

2. Born on 1% January, 1960, Shri Kondappa belongs to the Damaragidda
Mandal of Narayanpet District in Telangana State. He leads nomadic life playing
the Burraveena, an indigenous stringed instrument created by using bamboo,
gourd shell and metal. He is expert in playing themes from Puranas, Itihasas,
family system and notably contemporary social issues. Like his forefathers, he
too made his livelihood with the Burraveena, playing songs and telling stories.

3. Shri Kondappa learnt the themes from Ramayana and Mahabharata from
his blind brother which is the testimony of his passion towards the art of
Burraveena. He sings Tatavalu, socio-religious moral compositions and
Spiritual philosophical renditions in Telugu and Kannada. The custom of
Burraveena artists is to play within their own community which is the
impediment in making it enter into society that might be the reason that people
never came to him to learn it. Inspite of this limitations, he went beyond to attract
wider audience.

4. Shri Kondappa's contribution in keeping alive the indigenous rural art
form has been commendable.
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