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DR. G. NATCHIAR

Dr. G. Natchiar, is an eminent ophthalmologist. She is the Director Emeritus, Human Resource
Department and Vice Chairman Emeritus of Aravind Eye Hospitals & Postgraduate Institute of
Ophthalmology, Madurai.

2. Born on 15" September, 1940, Dr. Natchiar graduated from Madras University in 1962 and earned
her Master's in Ophthalmology from Madurai Medical College in 1969. She further specialised in Ocular
Pathology at the University of Illinois, Chicago, and completed a Non-Clinical Fellowship at Boston, and
Harvard Medical University, Massachusetts.She began her career as an Assistant Professor at Madurai
Medical College. She is a founding member of the GOVEL Trust, which runs Aravind Eye Hospitals, and the
Postgraduate Institute of Ophthalmology. The Aravind Eye Hospital was established in 1976 with the
primary mission to eliminate needless blindness by providing high-quality, compassionate, and affordable
eye care to all. Since inception, she played several significant roles to further the organisation's journey
towards its mission.

3. From quite early on Dr. Natchiar took responsibility for the Mid-Level Ophthalmic Personnel (MLOP)
programme at Aravind and over the years, she played a crucial role in its development. Her passion lies in
empowering young women from rural backgrounds, by providing training, and transforming them into world-
class mid-level eye care professionals. She played a key role in launching the much-needed microsurgical
training programme, first of its kind and personally trained over two thousand ophthalmologists from India
and other developing nations. In addition to heading the Neuro-ophthalmology and Cataract departments, she
also coordinated the community outreach programme, which is the cornerstone of Aravind's high-volume
work.Today, Aravind Eye Care System renders services through its wide network of 14 eye hospitals, 112
telemedicine-assisted village vision centres, seven community eye clinics, a manufacturing centre for
ophthalmic products (Aurolab), Aravind Medical Research Foundation (AMRF) and a consultancy and training
institute for community eye care (LAICO).After retiring from active clinical services in 2011, Dr. Natchiar
continues to work full time - devoting 50% of her time to organic farming at Aurofarm, and the remaining 5S0%
to further growing Aravind Eye Care System.

4. During Dr. Natchiar's long career of over 50 years, she held several memberships and positions at
professional bodies, including President of Tamil Nadu Ophthalmic Association, Syndicate member of
Manonmaniam Sundaranar University, Tirunelveli, Member of Gandhigram Trust, and many more. She
was also the consulting editor for the journal of the Neurological Society of India for neuro-ophthalmology,
and Managing Editor in Kannoli - Aravind's journal to create eye care awareness among its patients.
Recognising the paucity of academic text books relevant to developing economies, she authored several
books, including Visual Field Defects in Intracranial Tumours (1980), Anatomy of the Eye (1986), Neuro-
Ophthalmology - A Manual for Postgraduates (1995), and contributed chapters for around 16 books related
to Ophthalmology. She brought out a series of manuals for the Allied Ophthalmic Personnel, again a first of
its kind. She has published over 55 papers in national and international journals, delivered many
prestigious orations, and participated in several international and national conferences.

S. Dr. Natchiar's has been honoured with several awards including the Rotary Humanitarian Service
Award presented by the Chidambaram Mid- Town Rotary Club on February 21, 1999; Doctors Day award
from the Indian Medical Association, Madras, Tamil Nadu State Branch, on July 15, 2001. Life-Time
Achievement Award bestowed upon her during the 57" Annual Conference of TNOA at Coimbatore in
August 2009; Doctor of Science award from Tamil Nadu Dr. M.G.R. Medical University, Chennai in 2010;
Lifetime Achievement Award by the Centre for Sight, I Focus 2018, New Delhi. /
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