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 Dr. G. Natchiar, is an eminent ophthalmologist. She is the Director Emeritus, Human Resource 
Department and Vice Chairman Emeritus of Aravind Eye Hospitals & Postgraduate Institute of 
Ophthalmology, Madurai. 
2. Born on 15  September, 1940, Dr. Natchiar graduated from Madras University in 1962 and earned th

her Master's in Ophthalmology from Madurai Medical College in 1969. She further specialised in Ocular 
Pathology at the University of Illinois, Chicago, and completed a Non-Clinical Fellowship at Boston, and 
Harvard Medical University, Massachusetts.She began her career as an Assistant Professor at Madurai 
Medical College. She is a founding member of the GOVEL Trust, which runs Aravind Eye Hospitals, and the 
Postgraduate Institute of Ophthalmology. The Aravind Eye Hospital was established in 1976 with the 
primary mission to eliminate needless blindness by providing high-quality, compassionate, and affordable 
eye care to all. Since inception, she played several significant roles to further the organisation's journey 
towards its mission.
3. From quite early on Dr. Natchiar took responsibility for the Mid-Level Ophthalmic Personnel (MLOP) 
programme at Aravind and over the years, she played a crucial role in its development. Her passion lies in 
empowering young women from rural backgrounds, by providing training, and transforming them into world-
class mid-level eye care professionals. She played a key role in launching the much-needed microsurgical 
training programme, first of its kind and personally trained over two thousand ophthalmologists from India 
and other developing nations. In addition to heading the Neuro-ophthalmology and Cataract departments, she 
also coordinated the community outreach programme, which is the cornerstone of Aravind's high-volume 
work.Today, Aravind Eye Care System renders services through its wide network of 14 eye hospitals, 112 
telemedicine-assisted village vision centres, seven community eye clinics, a manufacturing centre for 
ophthalmic products (Aurolab), Aravind Medical Research Foundation (AMRF) and a consultancy and training 
institute for community eye care (LAICO).After retiring from active clinical services in 2011, Dr. Natchiar 
continues to work full time - devoting 50% of her time to organic farming at Aurofarm, and the remaining 50% 
to further growing Aravind Eye Care System.
4. During Dr. Natchiar's long career of over 50 years, she held several memberships and positions at 
professional bodies, including President of Tamil Nadu Ophthalmic Association, Syndicate member of 
Manonmaniam Sundaranar University, Tirunelveli, Member of Gandhigram Trust, and many more. She 
was also the consulting editor for the journal of the Neurological Society of India for neuro-ophthalmology, 
and Managing Editor in Kannoli - Aravind's journal to create eye care awareness among its patients. 
Recognising the paucity of academic text books relevant to developing economies, she authored several 
books, including Visual Field Defects in Intracranial Tumours (1980), Anatomy of the Eye (1986), Neuro-
Ophthalmology - A Manual for Postgraduates (1995), and contributed chapters for around 16 books related 
to Ophthalmology. She brought out a series of manuals for the Allied Ophthalmic Personnel, again a first of 
its kind. She has published over 55 papers in national and international journals, delivered many 
prestigious orations, and participated in several international and national conferences.
5. Dr. Natchiar's has been honoured with several awards including the Rotary Humanitarian Service 
Award presented by the Chidambaram Mid- Town Rotary Club on February 21, 1999; Doctors Day award 
from the Indian Medical Association, Madras, Tamil Nadu State Branch, on July 15, 2001. Life-Time 
Achievement Award bestowed upon her during the 57  Annual Conference of TNOA at Coimbatore in th

August 2009; Doctor of Science award from Tamil Nadu Dr. M.G.R. Medical University, Chennai in 2010; 
Lifetime Achievement Award by the Centre for Sight, I Focus 2018, New Delhi.
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M‚- th- u fp;kj k

 kM‚- th- u fp;kj ,d ç[;kr us= jksx fo'ks"kK gSaA og ekuo lalkèku foHkkx ds funs'kd ,esfjVl ,oa vjÇon vkÃ g‚fLiVYl 
,aM iksLVxzstq,V baLVhVîwV v‚Q v‚IFkYeksy‚th] enqjS ds mikè;{k ,esfjVl gSaA

2 ] k-  15 flracj] 1940 dks tUeh  M‚- u fp;kj us 1962 esa eækl foÜofo|ky; ls Lukrd vkSj 1969 esa enqjS esfMdy d‚yst ls us= 
foKku esa LukrdksÙkj dh mikfèk çkIr dhA blds ckn mUgksaus f'kdkxks ds bfyuksbl foÜofo|ky; esa us= jksx foKku esa fo'ks"kKrk gkfly 
dh vkSj cksLVu rFkk gkoZMZ esfMdy ;wfuoÆlVh] eSlkpqlsV~l esa u‚u&fDyfudy Qsyksf'ki iw.kZ dÈA mUgksaus enqjS esfMdy d‚yst esa 
lgk;d çksQslj ds :i esa viuk dfj;j 'kq: fd;kA os xksosy VªLV tks vjÇon us= vLirky vkSj iksLVxzstq,V baLVhVîwV v‚Q 
v‚IFkYeksy‚th dk lapkyu djrk gS] dh laLFkkid lnL; gSaA lcds fy, mPp xq.koÙkk ;qDr] lân;rkiw.kZ vkSj lLrh us= fpfdRlk 
lqfoèkk çnku djds vuko';d vaèkkiu [kRe djus ds çkFkfed mís'; ds lkFk 1976 vjÇon vkÃ g‚fLiVYl dh LFkkiuk dh xÃ FkhA 

3 k-  M‚- u fp;kj us çkjaHk ls gh vjÇon vLirky esa feM&ysoy v‚IFksyfed ilZusy ¼,e,yvksih½ dk;ZØe dh ftEesnkjh vius 
gkFkksa esa yh vkSj o"kks± rd mUgksaus blds fodkl esa egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkkÃA mudk mís';] xzkeh.k i`"BHkwfe dh ;qok efgykvksa dks çf'k{k.k 
çnku djds mUgsa l'kä cukuk vkSj mUgsa foÜo Js.kh dh eè;&Lrjh; us= ns[kHkky is'ksoj cukuk FkkA mUgksaus lekt ds fy, vR;ar 
t:jh ekbØkslÆtdy çf'k{k.k dk;ZØe] tks fd vius rjg dk igyk vuwBk dk;ZØe Fkk] dks 'kq: djus esa egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkkÃ vkSj 
Hkkjr vkSj vU; fodkl'khy ns'kksa ds nks gtkj ls vfèkd us= jksx fo'ks"kKksa dks O;fäxr :i ls çf'kf{kr fd;kA U;wjks&us= foKku vkSj 
eksfr;kÇcn foHkkxksa ds çeq[k jgus ds vykok] mUgksaus lkeqnkf;d vkmVjhp dk;ZØe dk Hkh leUo; fd;k] ftldh otg ls vkt vjÇon 
vLirky cM+h la[;k esa jksfx;ksa dks lsok çnku dj jgk gSA vkt] vjÇon vkÃ ds;j flLVe] 14 us= vLirkyks a] 112 
VsyhesfMflu&lgk;rk çkIr foyst fotu lsaVlZ] lkr dE;wfuVh vkÃ fDyfud] us= lacaèkh mRiknksa ds fy, fofuekZ.k dsaæ ¼v‚jksySc½] 
vjÇon esfMdy fjlpZ QkmaMs'ku ¼,,evkj,Q½ vkSj lkeqnkf;d us= ns[kHkky ds fy, ijke'kZ vkSj çf'k{k.k laLFkku ¼,y,vkÃlhvks ½ ds 
vius foLrr̀ usVodZ ds ekè;e ls lsok,a çnku djrk gSA o"kZ 2011 esa lfØ; fpfdRlk lsok ls fuoÙ̀k gksus ds ckn] M‚- uSfp;kj us 
iw.kZdkfyd dk;Z tkjh j[kk gS vkSj viuk vkèkk le; v‚jksQkeZ esa tSfod [ksrh esa yxkrh gSa vkSj 'ks"k vkèkk le; vjÇon vkÃ ds;j 
flLVe ds fe'ku dks vkSj vkxs c<+kus ds fy, leÆir djrh gSaA

4 k-  M‚- u fp;kj us 50 o"kks± ls vfèkd yacs dfj;j ds nkSjku] dÃ çksQs'kuy laLFkkvksa esa lnL; vkSj inkfèkdkjh ds :i esa lsok,a 
çnku dh gSa] ftuesa rfeyukMq v‚IFksyfed ,lksfl,'ku ds vè;{k] euksuefu;e lqanjukj foÜofo|ky;] fr#usyosyh dh ÇlfMdsV 
lnL;] xkaèkhxzke VªLV dh lnL; vkfn 'kkfey gSaA og U;wjks&us= foKku ds fy, U;wjksy‚ftdy lkslk;Vh v‚Q bafM;k ds tuZy dh 
ijke'kZ laikfndk vkSj vius vLirky ds jksfx;ksa ds chp us= ns[kHkky ds lacaèk esa tkx:drk iSnk djus ds fy, vjÇon vLirky ds 
tuZy ÞdUuksyhßdh çcaèk laikfndk Hkh jgÈ FkÈA fodkl'khy vFkZO;oLFkkvksa ds fy, çklafxd vdknfed ikBî iqLrdksa dh deh dks 
ns[krs gq,] mUgksaus dÃ iqLrdsa fy[kÈ] ftuesa fot+qvy QhYM fMQsDV~l bu baVªkØkfu;y Vîwej ¼1980½] ,ukV‚eh v‚Q n vkÃ ¼1986½] 
U;wjks&v‚IFkYeksy‚th&, eSuqvy Q‚j iksLVxzstq,V~l ¼1995½ 'kkfey gSaA mUgksaus us= foKku ls lacafèkr yxHkx 16 iqLrdksa ds fy, pSIVj 
fy[kdj viuk ;ksxnku fn;k gSA mUgksaus lg;ksxh us= dkÆedksa ds fy, eSuqvy dh viuh rjg dh igyh Ük`a[kyk fudkyhA muds jk"Vªh; 
vkSj varjjk"Vªh; if=dkvksa esa 55 ls vfèkd ys[k  çdkf'kr gq, gSa rFkk mUgksaus dÃ çfrf"Br eapksa ls Hkk"k.k fn, gSa vkSj dÃ varjkZ"Vªh; vkSj 
jk"Vªh; lEesyuksa esa Hkkxhnkjh dh gSA 

5 k-  M‚- u fp;kj dks dÃ iqjLdkjksa ls lEekfur fd;k x;k gS] ftuesa 21 Qjojh] 1999 dks fpnacje feM&Vkmu jksVjh Dyc }kjk 
çnku fd;k x;k jksVjh áwesusVsfj;u lÆol vo‚MZ( 15 tqykÃ 2001 dks bafM;u esfMdy ,lksfl,'ku] eækl] rfeyukMq jkT; 'kk[kk dh 
vksj ls M‚DVlZ Ms iqjLdkj 'kkfey gSaA mUgsa vxLr 2009 esa dks;acVwj esa Vh,uvks, ds 57osa okÆ"kd lEesyu ds nkSjku ykbQ&Vkbe 
vphoesaV iqjLdkj( 2010 esa rfeyukMq M‚- ,e-th-vkj- esfMdy ;wfuoÆlVh] psUuS ls M‚DVj v‚Q lkbal iqjLdkj( lsaVj Q‚j lkbV] vkÃ 
Qksdl&2018] uÃ fnYyh }kjk ykbQVkbe vphoesaV iqjLdkj Hkh çnku fd;k x;k gS A
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