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SHRI PAKARAVOOR CHITHRAN NAMBOODIRIPAD (POSTHUMOUS)

Shri Pakaravoor Chithran Namboodiripad was a multifaceted personality and a
prominent figure in the socio-cultural sphere of Kerala. He was a resourceful teacher,
eminent educationist, adept organizer, and above all a passionate traveler.

2. Born on 15" January, 1923 in a small hamlet in Malappuram District of Kerala, Shri
Namboodiripad was initiated into the system of Gurukula at a very early age of seven and
underwent rigid training in Samaveda, Sanskrit Kaavya and Shastra for seven years under
his father.He did B A (Hons), in Economics from Pachaiyappa's College, Chennai.

3. After completing his studies, Shri. Namboodiripad returned to his native place and
finding the hardships faced by children, he started a High school. Under his leadership, the
school famously imparted value-based education for the younger generation of the locality. After
a few years, he handed over the ownership of the school to the Government of Kerala for a token
sum of One Rupee. This institution has now been renamed after him as PCN Higher Secondary
Government School and is currently excelling in academic and co-curricular spheres.

4. Shri Namboodiripad was inducted to the State Education Department as District
Education Officer and retired in 1978 as the Joint Director of Education, Kerala. It was during
this period, under his leadership the Youth Festival of Schools of Kerala was transformed into
a grand event for promoting arts and cultural abilities among school children in a competitive
environment. Currently this festival is one of the most important cultural events in Kerala and
has gained national attention. On retirement, he was appointed as the Secretary of Kerala
Kalamandalam, (now Kerala Kalamandalam deemed University) the iconic institution
offering courses in traditional Kerala art forms like Kathakali, Koodiyattam, Mohiniyattam
etc. His astute administrative ability coupled with his knowledge and passion of traditional
arts, helped Kerala Kalamandalam to attain global attention. He led a troupe of artists to West
Europe and USA, besides other states in India, and their performances were highly
appreciated. During his period, Kerala Kalamandalam became an institution of eminence and
began to attract scholars and students from foreign countries.

5. Realizing the sad plight of pensioners of the state, Shri Namboodiripad founded a
movement for pensioners of the state with no political affiliations. The organization, now
called Kerala State Service Pensioners Union, has been instrumental in providing bargaining
power to the senior citizens and is the biggest of such unions of pensioners in the country. He
was also the founding member of Bharathiya Vidya Bhavan, Thrissur chapter and was
actively involved in its cultural and academic activities till his death. Above all, he holds the
unique record of visiting the Himalayas for thirty times in a row. He was the Acharya of the
pilgrimage group of Shree Sarada Ashram Nagercoil for a long time, until reaching his
centenary.

\6. Shri Namboodiripad passed away on 27" June, 2023. /
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2, 15 STER, 1923 DI IRl D HAGRH fSTel & Yo BIC W I H ST, ST T[IRUTS DT A1l Al bl HH IH
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AT 91 7T 3R G+AT 9R & fAgT 3R BT g Uil ITehive 81 o |

5. RIS & WA &l GaeI Pl H8 bl §Y, 21 TIRUTS 1 159 & YL & forg fa=m fapsy
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