Padma Shri

4 )

\& J

SHRI SUBHASH KHETULAL SHARMA

Shri Subhash Khetulal Sharma is a distinguished practitioner and proponent of natural
farming, having dedicated over 30 years to the experimentation and adoption of sustainable
agricultural techniques. His methods prioritize the conservation of natural resources in their
purest form, ensuring the production of toxin-free agricultural products.

2. Born on 13" December, 1952 at Yavatmal, Maharashtra, Shri Sharma completed his B.
Com I from Amolkchand College, Yavatmal. A key innovation in Sharma's farming approach is
contour farming with intercepted furrows, which ensures efficient water storage and
percolation contributing to groundwater replenishment. His system not only prevents crop
damage from excess water but also supports sustainable irrigation practices.

3. One of the most significant impacts of Shri Sharma's techniques is the substantial
reduction in cultivation costs. By eliminating chemical fertilizers, pesticides, insecticides, and
weedicides, farmers achieve higher soil organic carbon levels-rising from 0.5% to 2%-which
fosters improved soil fertility and productivity. His approach enhances soil porosity, biological
activity, and overall crop health. The complete avoidance of insecticides and pesticides helps
preserve beneficial insects and birds, which naturally regulate pests. Additionally, mixed
cropping, crop rotation, and boundary tree plantations contribute to ecosystem balance by
minimizing pest infestations and maintaining temperature stability. Additionally, his
promotion of natural farming has encouraged farmers to rear cows, further supporting
sustainable agriculture.

4. Shri Sharma has actively disseminated his techniques among farmers, researchers,
NGO workers, and agricultural extension officers from Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) and
agricultural experts. Over 200,000 farmers and professionals have participated in his training
programs, farm visits, and workshops. His contributions have been recognized by leading
agricultural institutions such as Mahatma Phule Krishi Vidyapeeth (Maharashtra), Punjab
Agricultural University (Ludhiana), and Odisha University of Agriculture and Technology. He
was also invited to present at the 2018 Conference on Doubling Farmers' Income in New Delhi
and an ICAR-organized session for African Ambassadors in Bengaluru.

S. Shri Sharma has received numerous awards in recognition of his pioneering work,
including State Awards-Shetinishtha Shetakari Puraskar - Government of Maharashtra, 1983,
Vasantrao Naik Krushi Bhushan Puraskar - Government of Maharashtra, 2002, Sendriya
Sheti Avalamb Prachar Prasar Samman - Government of Maharashtra, 2003, Vanarai
Puraskar - Vanarai, Pune, 2004, Pandit Dindayal Upadhyay Sewa Puraskar - Dindayal
Bahuuddeshiya Prasarak Mandal, Yavatmal, 2009, Samaj Sahayog Puraskar - 2009, Jeevan
Puraskar - 2009, and Agrovan Smart Shetakari Award - Dainik Sakai (Agrovan), Pune,
Maharashtra, 2019. He was felicitated at Akhil Bharatiya Marathi Sahitya Sammelan -

Yavatmal, 2019.
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2, 13 fe¥aR, 1952 BT HERTE & JdaHI § oI, N I ° Jadaled & MIAdbaG hietol I dLbiH. I Bl
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4 S et faml, udatel, Taeiiel driwdiel iR O $fY o=l (@de) & $iY R
STEHTRAT TAT BV A=A & d1=r U= Theiiebl BT Alsha WU H TAR—IER AT & | 200,000 I 3D
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