Padma Shri

SMT. BEGAM BATOOL

Smt. Begam Batool is a Bhajan & folk Maand singer from Rajasthan. She plays
Harmonium, Tabla, Dholak, Dhol, Daf and intercontinental instruments like Djembe and
Darbouka. Her unique style is to sing while playing the tabla herself.

2. Born on 20" September, 1956 in a small village Kerap in Rajasthan, Smt Batool comes
from Mirasi community. Women of this community are still confined to sing only within the
four walls of their home. It was never easy for her to learn music and to sing on public stage.
She got married in her childhood. Despite of all these social obstacles, she did not lose courage.
Her husband and sons also supported her to continue her musical journey for the past 50
years.

3. In 2016, Smt. Batool was invited to perform in France and since then she has been
regularly performing in Europe. Today she is an internationally acclaimed artist performing in
India, France, Australia, Tunisia, Italy, Belgium, Switzerland, Spain, Holland, Germany,
Monaco and many more countries spreading in 4 continents. She is the only Rajasthani singer
to perform at the prestigious Town Hall of Paris. She also performed at international film
festival of Cannes, Paris Olympic Games 2024, Cathedral of Saint-Louis in Tunisia,
Parliament of Victoria in Australia, Mina Agrupa Vicenta in Spain etc. She is an integral part of
international fusion music band “Bollywood- Klezmer”, this is an unique musical group in the
world in which artists from four religions of the world (Hindu-Muslim-Christian-Jewish)
present the fusion of their traditional music. She recently recorded a Ram Bhajan with famous
French music Directors duo Paul Armand-Deiille and Alexandre Grynszpan for their
upcoming project. Since 2017, she is performing regularly at Europe's biggest Holi festival in
Paris. More than 30000 people participate in this festival every year. Life of Mrs Batool has
inspired the famous French film director Audre Gordon therefore she is making a
documentary on the musical journey of Begam Batool.

4, Smt. Batool continues to motivate other women in her surroundings to go out and work
in the field of their choice. Inspired by her now girls in her community are learning and
performing music. She has been teaching traditional music to new generation and many of her
disciples are performing around the world and promoting Indian music and culture.

S Smt. Batool received “Nari Shakti Puraskar” from the Hon'ble President of India in
2022. She received “Bharat Gaurav Award” at the Senate of France in Paris in 2024, Certificate
of Honor at the Parliament of Victoria in Australia in 2024, conferred with “Rajasthan Gaurav
Puraskar” by Hon'ble Governor of Rajasthan in 2023, conferred with “Achievers Award” by
Global Organization of People of Indian Origin in France in 2021, received “Certificate of
Excellence” on International Women's Day 2020 from GOPIO South Africa and “Rajbhasha

Samman” by Bank of Baroda in 2022.
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